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1. Introduction 

1.1 The Council has been awarded further grant funding in a fourth tranche of Additional 

Restrictions Grants (ARG).  

 

1.2 Local Authorities are encouraged to support businesses that may have been severely 

impacted by restrictions, or by the Omicron variant, including those outside of the 

business rates system. 

 

1.3 The funding allocation is very limited, therefore this Policy is specifically intended to 

address those businesses that have been severely impacted by the Omicron variant 

and have experienced an increase in booking cancellations or have been forced to 

close their business due to staff self-isolation.  

2. Eligibility   

2.1 The Council will prioritise the following types of businesses that were actively trading 

as at 30 December 2021: 

 Coach/Tour Operators 

 Taxi Drivers 

 Bed & Breakfast establishments which pay council tax instead of business rates 

 Businesses that supply services to the hospitality, Leisure and Events Sectors 

(who are not entitled to an Omicron Mandatory Grant) 

 Personal Care (such as hairdressers, beauticians) 

 Small independent retailers who have had to close their business or can 

demonstrate a significant financial impact due to Omicron  

 Businesses in other sectors that can evidence an impact on their business from 

Covid-19  

  

3. Exclusions 

3.1  The following businesses are not eligible for the discretionary grant funding payments: 

 Businesses which had already received grant payments that equal the maximum 

subsidy levels as set out in the Trade and Corporate Agreement with the 

European Union 

 Businesses that are in administration, are insolvent or where a striking off 

notice has been made 

 Businesses that have received a Omicron Hospitality and Leisure mandatory 

grant 

 Directors who receive dividends 

 Businesses not listed in 2.1 (above) 

 Businesses listed in 2.1 (above) that have not been severely impacted by the  

Omicron variant. 

  



4. Application Process 

4.1 Applications, along with supporting documentation will be accepted electronically 

through the Council’s website. 

4.2 An ‘application window’ will be given in which the Council will accept applications.  All 

application windows will be communicated through various media platforms, including 

the Council’s Business Matters newsletter.  

 

5. Grant Allocations 

5.1 Due to the limited funding available a financial modelling exercise will be undertaken 

once the application window has closed and all applications have been assessed to 

ascertain the amount of grant payable to individual businesses. 

5.2 Successful grant payments will be made electronically to the business bank account 

provided at the time of application. 

5.3 In addition an amount of funding will be set aside to compensate for any underpaid 

grants identified through the Council’s ongoing assurance program. 

6. Appeals 

6.1 The Council will not be required to provide a right of appeal against any decision not 

to award a grant payment.  Businesses will not be eligible if they do not meet the 

criteria or complete their application within the ‘application window’.   

7 Fraud 

7.1 The Council will not accept deliberate manipulation and fraud.  Any business caught 

falsifying their records to gain a discretionary grant payment may face prosecution.  

The Council will seek recovery of any grant paid as a result of fraud or payments made 

in error.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 


